
 

VKM Bulletin 2026:14 

 

 

 

 

Non-detriment finding for Amur tiger 

(Panthera tigris altaica) 

VKM, Alexander Kopatz, Jo S. Hermansen, Matthew Grainger, Quentin 

Mauvisseau, Eli K. Rueness, Bastiaan Star 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 Non-detriment finding for Amur tiger • Vitenskapskomiteen for mat og miljø 

2 

VKM Bulletin 2026:14 

Non-detriment finding for Amur tiger (Panthera tigris altaica) 

Published: 22.06.2026 

 

ISSN: 2704-1689  

Norwegian Scientific Committee for Food and Environment (VKM)  

Postboks 222 Skøyen 

0213 Oslo 

Norway 

 

Phone: +47 21 62 28 00 

Email: vkm@vkm.no 

vkm.no 

Suggested citation: VKM, Kopatz, A., Hermansen, J. S., Grainger, M., Mauvisseau, Q., Rueness, 

E. K., Star, B. (2026). Non-detriment finding for Amur tiger (Panthera tigris altaica). VKM 

Bulletin 2026:14, ISSN: 2704-1689. Norwegian Scientific Committee for Food and Environment 

(VKM), Oslo, Norway. 

©2026 VKM / CC BY-ND 4.0 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 Non-detriment finding for Amur tiger • Vitenskapskomiteen for mat og miljø 

3 

 

 

 

Non-detriment finding for Amur tiger 
(Panthera tigris altaica) 

 
Authors: Draft prepared by VKM Panel on CITES member Alexander Kopatz (Norwegian 
Institute for Nature Research) and VKM Secretariat member Jo S. Hermansen. Reviewed and 
approved by VKM Panel on CITES members Matthew J. Grainger (Norwegian Institute for 
Nature Research), Quentin Mauvisseau (University of Oslo), Eli K. Rueness (University of Oslo), 
and Bastiaan Star (University of Oslo). 
 

Competing interests: The authors declare no competing interests in relation to this NDF. 
 

Date: 15.04.2026 
 

Scientific name: Panthera tigris subsp. altaica Temminck, 1844 
 

Common name: Amur tiger, Siberian tiger 
 

Norwegian name: Amurtiger, sibirsk tiger 

Type of permit: CITES Appendix I export (Norwegian CITES Regulation Annex 1, List A). 
Country of Export: Norway (NO) 
Country of Import: Hungary (HU) 
 

Purpose and source: The proposal concerns the export from Norway (Kristiansand Dyrepark AS) 

to Hungary (Veszprem Zoo) of one live female Amur tiger (Panthera tigris altaica) (purpose-of-

transaction code Z; source code C).  
 

For Appendix I species (Norwegian CITES Regulation Annex 1, list A) it is required to establish 

that exports will not be detrimental to the survival of that species, in compliance with CITES 

Article III. In the Norwegian CITES Regulation (Lovdata, 2018), the criteria for export from 

Norway are described in Chapter 2, Section 5, and it is required to establish that the export 

does not have a harmful effect on the conservation status of the species. 

 
VKM has adopted the definition of detriment, cf. Conf. 16.7 (Rev. CoP17) suggested by the U.S 
Fish and Wildlife Service Division of Scientific Authority: 
 
1. Harvest that is not sustainable.  
2. Harvest that harms the status of the species in the wild.  
3. Removal from the wild that results in habitat loss or destruction, or that interferes with 
recovery efforts for a species. 
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Conclusion: Positive 

VKM concludes that the export from Norway to Hungary of one live female Amur tiger 

(Panthera tigris altaica) bred in captivity will be non-detrimental to the survival of the 

species and will not adversely affect its conservation status, in accordance with Article IV of 

the Convention and Chapter 2, Section 5 of the Norwegian CITES Regulation. 

 

The conclusion is based on the following factors: 

• The individual was bred in captivity from parents that were also bred in captivity, and 

the export therefore does not involve harvest or removal from the wild. 

• The export of the female individual from Kristiansand Dyrepark AS (NO) to Veszprem 

Zoo (HU) is recommended by, and part of the ex-situ conservation program for Amur 

tigers run by the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA). 
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1. Biological information 
Distribution 
The Amur tiger (Panthera tigris altaica) is the largest and northernmost subspecies of the 
species Panthera tigris and among the world’s most endangered species. Its distribution has 
significantly decreased and is nowadays fragmented. The species occurs in the far southeast of 
Russia, namely Sikhote-Alin Mountains, Primorsky Krai and adjacent northern area, as well as 
in Khabarovsk Krai south of Amur River. Neighboring Primorsky Krai, it also occurs within the 
Greater Khingan mountain range in northeastern China. It is assumed to occur also in North 
Korea. The Amur tiger appears to favor deciduous, riverine forest habitat but occurs also in 
Korean pine, larch, birch, and oak forests (see Academy of Sciences DPRK, 1998; Miquelle et 
al., 1999; Carroll & Miquelle, 2006; Dinerstein et al., 2007; Tian et al., 2011; Xiaofeng et al., 
2011; Wang et al., 2017; Goodrich et al., 2022). 
 
Life history 
Amur tigers are generally solitary. They reach maturity around four years of age and may 
reproduce any time during the year. The litter size is normally two to four cubs (occasionally 
six cubs) that can stay with their mother until the age of 1.5 to three years. The generation 
time of the species is seven to ten years (Kerley et al., 2003; Goodrich et al., 2022).  
 
Role in the ecosystem 
Amur tigers are top predators, and the size of their home range is highly dependent on food 
availability. They prey mainly on ungulates but also on wild boar, as well as smaller prey 
including pikas, rabbits and sometimes salmon. Predation on other large carnivores, such as 
Asiatic black bear or brown bear may also occur (Miller et al., 2014; Kerley et al., 2015; 
Goodrich et al., 2022). 
 

2. Population trend 
Fewer than 600 Amur tigers remain in the wild, with current estimates ranging from 460 to 
540 individuals, including about 100 cubs. The current overall population trend is decreasing 
while being stated as ‘stable’ in Russia (Tian et al., 2011; Hance, 2015; Goodrich et al., 2022). 
 

3. Conservation status 
Tigers, including the Amur tiger, are listed as globally Endangered (EN) by the IUCN Red List of 
Threatened Species (Goodrich et al., 2022). 
 

4. Threats 
Human activities are the primary threat to the remaining wild populations of Amur tigers. Key 
pressures include poaching, illegal trade in tigers, habitat loss from deforestation, and climate 
change. The remaining populations are small, fragmented, and suffer from low genetic 
diversity, increasing vulnerability to inbreeding depression and further endangering the 
species. In addition, the decline of prey species negatively affects tiger survival in the wild 
(Dinerstein et al., 2007; Goodrich et al., 2008; Henry et al., 2009; Tian et al., 2011; Miller et al., 
2014; Tian et al., 2014; Kerley et al., 2015; Goodrich et al., 2022). 
 

5. Conservation and Management measures: 
International legislation 
Amur tigers (Panthera tigris altaica) have been listed in CITES Appendix I since 1987 and were 
lumped into Panthera tigris in 2019, following taxonomic changes adopted at CoP18 (UNEP, 
2026). Tigers are listed under EU Wildlife Trade Regulations Annex A since 1997 (UNEP, 2026). 
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Conservation measures 
Since 1947, the Amur tiger has been under protection in Russia (former USSR) and is listed 
under Class I Protected Species, Critically Endangered, in China’s national legislation (Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation, 2010; Zhigang et al., 2016). 
 
The focal individual is part of an ex-situ conservation program among zoos as well as the Amur 
Tiger Global Species Management Plan (GSMP), both run by the World Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums (WAZA) in association with regional zoo associations including the European 
Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA) (Dyreparken, n.d.; World Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums, n.d.; H. Axelsen, pers. comm., 8 April 2026). 
 

6. Trade/use 
Legal 
Legal international trade concerns live animals born or bred in captivity, in zoos or other 
facilities. Animal parts in trade include skins and trophies originating from the pre-convention 
period (CITES Wildlife TradeView, 2026). 
 
Illegal 
Illegal tiger trade still occurs on a large scale (see e.g., CITES, 2018). More than 3800 tigers 
were confiscated in the period 2000-2025 and the proportion of live animals increased during 
the period (Wong & Krishnasamy, 2025).   
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