ASSIGNMENT FOR VKM ABOUT ANIMAL WELFARE FOR EXOTIC BIRDS WHEN KEPT AS
COMPANION AND HOBBY ANIMALS

Assignment / Mandate

The Norwegian Food Safety Authority requests an overview of available knowledge (research and
other relevant knowledge) concerning:

o Welfare-related needs of species of exotic birds kept as companion and hobby animals
in Norway.

o By welfare-related needs, we mean physical, physiological, behavioural, social,
and cognitive needs, as well as other needs that affect the welfare of the birds.

o Initially, the assignment is limited to the largest species of parrots kept privately
in Norway, but some medium-sized parrot species and other exotic bird species
are also included. The bird species included in the assighment are listed in the
Appendix.

o By keeping, we mean all private keeping of such birds for companion or hobby
purposes, including breeding and any activities the birds are used for or
subjected to.

Furthermore, we request:

e Anassessment of the risk of reduced welfare for these birds when kept as companion
and hobby animals.

e Adescription of relevant mitigation measures (how the bird species included in the
assignment should be kept to ensure good welfare). This includes a description of an
optimal living environment, feeding, activation, supervision, and care, as well as other
conditions that affect the welfare of these birds.

The Norwegian Food Safety Authority will use the VKM report as a basis for the
recommendations to the Ministry of Agriculture and Food about the need for regulatory
measures on this type of bird keeping and the scope of such regulations.

Background information

The Animal Welfare Act applies to all keeping of animals and includes provisions on the
competence of animal keepers, living environment, supervision, and care. The law also states
that animals can only be kept if they can adapt to the method of keeping in a satisfactory way
with regard to animal welfare (8 22). The keeping of exotic animals is regulated in a specific
regulation that prohibits most species, but this regulation currently does not include birds. The
regulation on import, export, possession, etc., of endangered species of wild fauna and flora
(CITES Regulation), managed by the Norwegian Environment Agency, regulates legal species
based on the consideration of nature conservation (endangered species).

In Norway, many species of exotic birds are kept as companion and hobby animals. In a report to
the Storting (white paper) no. 8 (2023-2024) about animal welfare, it is estimated that
approximately 400 tropical bird species are kept. The report highlights there is limited knowledge
about the welfare of birds kept as companion and hobby animals in Norway, including their



suitability as pets, space requirements, and social needs, and that some of the species must be
regarded as challenging to keep.

The Storting agreed to regulate on the keeping of large exotic birds based on animal welfare
considerations, which was one of the proposed measures in this report. The Ministry of
Agriculture and Food has assigned the Norwegian Food Safety Authority to examine which bird
species should be covered by a potential regulation, and which issues are of outmost
importance to regulate, such as living environment, breeding, feeding, social needs, and
activation.

The draft of this assignment has been subject to a hearing, and we received input from the
Norwegian Association of Pet Shops (NZB), the Norwegian Federation of Tropical Bird
Associations (NTL), and six private persons. The hearing inputs emphasise the importance of
utilising practical knowledge found within the bird community to provide the best possible basis
for risk assessment. Both NZB and NTL wish to contribute with information, including current
literature and resource persons.

Supplying data, reports, regulations, etc.

The Norwegian Food Safety Authority is not aware of any information and data that is not equally
available to VKM or the knowledge support institutions as it is to the Authority.

Terms and Conditions
Timeline
Deadline: July 1, 2026.

Contacts at the Norwegian Food Safety Authority
Maria Veeret Veggeland, Senior Adviser, Animal Welfare Maria.Veggeland@mattilsynet.no

Nina Brogeland Laache, Head of section, Animal Welfare
Nina.Brogeland.Laache@mattilsynet.no

Regards,

Nina Brogeland Laache
Head of section, Animal Welfare
Norwegian Food Safety Authority
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Appendix: Species included in the assignment on welfare for exotic birds

Macaws
- Blue-and-yellow macaw (Ara ararauna)
- Red-and-green macaw (Ara chloropterus)
- Hyacinth macaw (Anodorhynchus hyacinthinus)
- Scarlet macaw (Ara macao)
- Military macaw (Ara militaris)
- Blue-winged macaw (Primolius maracana)
- Chestnut-fronted macaw (Ara severus)

Amazon parrots
- Turquoise-fronted amazon (Amazona aestiva)
- Yellow-headed amazon (Amazona oratrix)
- Orange-winged amazon (Amazona amazonica)

Cacatua/Cockatiels
- Galah (Eolophus roseicapilla)
- Pink cockatoo (Cacatua leadbeateri)
- White cockatoo (Cacatua alba)
- Sulphur-crested cockatoo (Cacatua galerita)
- Cockatiel (Nymphicus hollandicus)

Toucans
- Chestnut-eared aracari (Pteroglossus castanotis)
- Tocotoucan (Ramphastos toco)
- White-throated toucan (Ramphastos tucanus)

Grey parrots
- Grey parrot (Psittacus erithacus)

Eclectus parrots
- Moluccan eclectus (Eclectus roratus)

Parakeets
- Rose-ringed parakeet (Psittacula krameri)
- Easternrosella (Platycercus eximius)
- Red-rumped parrot (Psephotus haematonotus)
- Green-cheeked parakeet (Pyrrhura molinae)
- Ochre-marked parakeet (Pyrrhura cruentata)
- Coconut lorikeet (Trichoglossus haematodus)
- Ornate lorikeet (Trichoglossus ornatus)

The Norwegian Food Safety Authority requests information and risk assessments of these
groups of tropical birds, with particular emphasis on species known to be keptin Norway.
Examples of such species are provided under each group.



